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	 Intro To

WATERCOLOR

COLOR YOUR 
WORLD WITH THESE 

Watercolor Ideas!



This triple-primed watercolor 
canvas by Master’s Touch 
Fine Art Studio® features a 
low-tooth surface—perfect 

for lifting and blending!

Watercolor Landscape
From the sunburst peeking through the clouds (salt 

technique) to the impressionistic details layered throughout 
the landscape (dry brushed), this painting features a 

combination of textures and a strong sense of movement.

On the Cover
Sketch peach shape (#1), then wet paper and add light (#2) 

and midtone shades (#3) using the wet-on-wet technique. Let 
dry. Finish with shadows (#4) using the wet-on-dry technique.
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Whimsical Insects
Here are some insects you wouldn’t 
mind finding in the house! A mix of 

wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry and drop-in 
techniques is the secret to the seamless 
blend of pigments on these lovely bugs.

Nautical Designs
Get crackin’ on this project with the 
help of masking fluid! Brush (or even 

splatter!) this medium on areas of 
paper you want protected from paint. 

The result: crisp white accents!
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Watercolor Techniques
A. Salt: Sprinkle salt onto wet 
watercolor painting. The crystals 
absorb moisture and pigment to create 
a textured, starburst-like effect.

B. Masking Fluid: Apply masking fluid 
to paper, let it dry, then paint as desired. 
After paint dries completely, peel fluid 
away to reveal clean paper underneath.

C. Blending: Paint watercolor onto 
dry paper, then use a damp brush to 
soften edges and diffuse pigment.

D. Negative: Start with a light wash 
of color, then build up darker layers 
of pigment around the outline of your 
subject to establish contrast and depth.

E. Wet on Wet: Apply wet paint to a 
wet surface. Use to subtly blend colors 
together and create soft, diffused edges.

F. Wet on Dry: Apply wet paint to a dry 
surface. Use to define sharp lines, create 
fine details, and build up layers of color.

G. Dry Brush: To create textured, 
broken strokes that emphasize the 
grain of the paper, apply minimal 
water and paint to your brush.

H. Drop In: Add base color, then use 
a brush to “drop in” water or paint.

I. Lifting: Dab a clean, wet brush on still-
wet painting to absorb pigment, lightening 
areas without the need for white paint.
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Abstract Watercolor
A tip for achieving the ombre effect on 
this abstract painting: the more water 
on the paper when using the wet-on-
wet technique, the more the colors 

will spread and bleed together. 

Recipe Book
DIY your own recipe book with 
a watercolor sketchbook! Look 

for cold-pressed, heavyweight or 
cotton paper—they’ll be the best  

for withstanding watercolors 
without bleeding or pilling.
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Koala Watercolor
The positive side of the negative technique? 

It makes your focal point pop! The key is 
to first paint a dark background (here, a 
circle of florals), leaving unpainted space 
to add in lighter elements (like this koala).

©2026 Hobby Lobby®  •  www.hobbylobby.com  •    •  Art - 2677268

FOLLOW WARNINGS ATTACHED TO PRODUCTS. 
DO NOT ALLOW CHILDREN TO COMPLETE PROJECTS ALONE. ADULT SUPERVISION REQUIRED.


